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IN DEPTH: UK EXPENSES CLAIMS  

Do you agree? 
Who should be held accountable for the fraudulent 
expenses claims made by MPõs in the UK? Is the 
system essentially flawed?  
Last February, the public push for more 
Government transparency came to the 
foreground when the Information Tribu-
nal ruled in favour of the Freedom of In-
formation campaigner Heather Brooke, 
the Sunday Telegraph and Sunday Times 
to release information on MPõs expenses 

claims within 28 days. Since then, the Prime Minister and MPõs have 
been under fire from the media and public over exploiting their al-
lowances. The functioning of the underlying system that has con-
doned these claims in the past is being questioned to such an extent 
that proposals for reform are now arising. While this fiasco should 
be taken as grounds for reform, it does not take away the problem of 
accountability. According to the tribunal, òthe laxity and lack of 
clarity rules for Additional Costs Allowance is redolent of a culture 
very different from that which exists in the commercial sphere, or in 
most other public sector organisations todayó (BBC news).  In the 
private sector these actions would be subject to formal investigation 
and prosecution, why should the members of the UK government be 
exempt from these consequences if there was a deliberate attempt to 
take advantage of the system?  While the system is essentially 
flawed, the MPõs should still be held accountable for exploiting their 
allowances,  even more so when they have not paid tax over certain 
claims. After all, tax should be paid over any benefits received from a 
job. Furthermore, the administrators in charge of approving expense 
accounts should also be held responsible. Let us hope that contin-
ued transparency will result in a further push for reform. 

LATEST NEWS FROM THE 
UK 

§ UK unemployment reaches a 
12 year high at 2.26 million. 
The pace of decline has eased 
this month.  

                Source: guardian.co.uk 
 

§ Supermarkets Tesco and 
Sainsburyõs have reported a 
growth in like-for-like sales of 
4.3% and 7.8% respectively. 
Sainsburyõs plans to raise 
Ã445m to step up its expan-
sion drive. 

             Source: timesonline.co.uk 

US President Obama and UK Chancellor Darling Differ in New 
Approach to Prevent Another Financial Calamity 
President Obama will today announce major reforms of the US fi-
nancial system. He plans to tighten the grip on banks through the 
establishment of a new regulatory agency, new powers for the Fed-
eral Reserve, and a new supervisory council in charge of monitoring 
risks to prevent a recurrence of the financial turmoil that caused last 
yearõs market collapse. UK Chancellor Darling emphasizes corpo-
rate governance over new institutions as the best way to prevent 
financial calamity in the future, saying that ôbank boards must have 
the right people, skills and experience to manage themselves suc-
cessfully.ó                                                             Source: Timesonline.co.uk  

Egyptõs Orascom Construction Industries Wins $168 million 
Contracts for Infrastructure Work in Egypt  
Orascom Construction Industries has announced that it has been 
awarded a contract valued at $128 million to work on the new Cairo
-Alexandria highway by the Egyptian Ministry of Transportation, 
expected to be completed by the end of 2011.  OCI has also been 
awarded a project of $40 million for the construction of the South 
Waste Water Treatment Plant in the 6th of October City by the 
Ministry of Housing, Utilities and Urban Development. 
                       Source: noozz.com 

                    EBCC E-NEWSLETTER  

Magical city in the heart of Cairo.  
 First we build, then we sell  

www.samaelqahera.com/002(0)219723   

  

Appetite For Life  
Italian Style Café based in Egypt  

London -Jeddah -Amman  

Elegance, exclusivity.  
The finest Dahabiyyas on the 

Nile  
Now available for private hire   

Itõs our experience that makes yours  

LATEST NEWS FROM 
EGYPT  

 

§  Egypt passes a law allocating  
a quota of 64 seats in the 
lower house to women.  

       Source: egyptdailynews.com 
 

§ Casino operator MGM Mirage 
is teaming up with Egyptian 
developer to build resort out-
side Cairo. 

       Source: egyptdailynews.com 
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